cultural kilometers

- a heritage roadtrip trough eastern europe




Servus! we are Frieda and Moritz, two students from
Bamberg, and we invite you to join us on our heritage-inspi-
red road trip through World Heritage Cities in Eastern Euro-
pe.Our route led us to well-known capitals as well as several
hidden gems that were unfamiliar not only to us but also to
most people we spoke to - yet each proved unquestionably
worthavisit.

we chose Cultural kilometers” as the motto of
our trip, reflecting the long distances we covered to explore
each of the World Heritage Cities on our route.

In this brochure, we present our travel impressions alongsi-
de the key criteria that justified the World Heritage inscrip-
tion of each city. Along the way, we also made a number of
spontaneous detours to additional World Heritage Sites -
from architecture to natural environments, discovering how
diverse and multilayered the cultural landscapes of Eastern
Europe truly are.

This collection offers an accessible overview of the cities
we explored, the heritage that shapes them, and the mo-
ments that defined our journey.

B=—6
9 cities. 5 countries. 3 side quests. 14 days. 2,068 km.



kick-off 29.09.2025

We are starting our journey in Bam-
berg, the Franconian Rome and home
of smoked beer. The both of us came
to Bamberg to study and chose this
beautiful city in part because of the
reputation that precedes it. The City
isa UNESCO World Heritage Site and
OWHC-Member, because its historic
city center has been perfectly preser-
ved since the Middle Ages, showca-
sing a unique blend of medieval and
baroque architecture. The town’s lay-
out and buildings reflect how a Euro-
pean city developed over centuries
without losing its original charm.

seen sights

Oleqtown hall, new \residencs, Bam-
berg Cathedrale, Rose Garden, Little
V ice, Alte Hofhaltung, zentrum welt-
€Iog,

0/1938km

What makes it so special for us is not
just the heritage and architecture, but
the atmosphere: lively and welcoring,
yet cozy enough to feel like home.
the kind of place where you can study
and live — all while knowing that many
people travel here just to experience

a fraction of what's right outside your
door. Just the feeling of taking a refres-
hing dip in the Hainbad — the beloved
river swimming area in the Regnitz
between summer lectures O
work gives you the carefreesensation
of being.on vacation.

criterion (ii): the layout and architec-
ture of the Bamberg quarters dating to
the Middle Ages and Renaissance has
exerted a considerable influence on
urban form and its evolution in Central
Europe from the 11th century.

Criterion (iv): Bamberg is a remarka-
ble and representative example of a
city of the early Middle Ages in Central
Europe because of both its plan and
the large number of religious and se-
cular buildings that it has conserved.

https.//www.ovpm.org/city/bamberg-germa-

ny/ https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/624



https://www.ovpm.org/city/bamberg-germany/
https://www.ovpm.org/city/bamberg-germany/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/624/

e
prague

30.09.-02.10.2025 Criterion (iv)

seen sights

Criterion (vi)



https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/616

352/1938km

A

he city of many towers and ice-cream-colored houses

Prague impresses not least with its
excellent Czech béer: The Czech ca-
pitalisa UNESCO World Heritage Site
because its historic center has\been
remarkably preserved, with a stunning
mix of Romanesque, Gothic, Benais
sance, and Barogue architegttre. The
city reflects more thap—a thousand
years of cultural angd architectural
development, from APrague Castle
and Charles Bridge to the Old Town

Square, making it one of Europes
most beautiful and historically signifi-
cant urban landscapes.

\We weren't only impressed by this part
of Prague — we were just as captiva-
ted/by the breathtaking views from
other districts, such as the Mational
Monument at \VitkoyVySehrad, ans
Riegrovy Sadyhetre the gaze is al-
ways drawn back toward the historic
heart of the city.

As we wandered through the streets
without any real plan, we were fasci-
nated by the variety of facades: from
painted walls, stucco details, glass and
metal elements to the countlesg’sha-
des of color — from woodruf green,
int, ~andyistachio to cappyccino
brown, strawberry pink, mango yellow,
and apricot orange:

352/1938km




02.10.2025

kutna

— " "horas

Criterion (i)

Criterion (iv)



https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/732
https://www.ovpm.org/city/kutna-hora-czech-republic/
https://www.ovpm.org/city/kutna-hora-czech-republic/

The medieval, historic town centre of
KutnaHoraas atestament of it's silver
mining past, the Church of St Barbara
and the Church of Our Lady at Sedlec
are part of the UNESCO World Herita-
ge Site. Just a little over an hour's drive
from Prague, this picturesque town is,
for us, the first proof that it's worth ex-
ploring places off the beaten path.

We arrived from Prague in the morning
and first explored the streets of Kutna
Hora on our own. Perched on the slo-
pe of a hill, the impressive St. Barba-
ras Cathedral stands as a venerable
monument of Gothic architecture and
part of the UNESCO World Heritage.

420/1938 km

Unfortunately, the funds ran out before

its completion, so it wa

we met Kristyna and her colleagu
Michaela. Their department is respon-
sible for tourism and external relations.
They gave us a presentation about
their work with UNESCO, highlighting
the 30th anniversary celebrations o
Kutna Hora's World Heritage status.

One of the main challengés they face
is that most visitors only
gle day. They would love to see more
tourists spend the night, as Kutna Hora

(Note: The Sedlec
than the current street level, which is
why part of the building is now obscu-
red by the road.)

has so much more to offer than ju
day trip. Many travelers, ourselves in-
cluded, tend to underestimate how
much time is needed to truly experien-
ce the town. There are many more pla-
es worthvisiting—such asthe
gallgry, the famous Bone Church and
ing little coffee sheps.

ny thanks to Kristyna and Michaela
for their time and warm welcome.

In the afternoon, we departed for
Trebic.

A" 4 y N
rebic

Criterion (ii): The Jewish Quarter and
St. Procopius Basilica of Trebic bear
ithess to the coexistence of and in-
nge of values between two di

Criterion (iii): The Jewish Quarter of
TrebiC is an exceptional testimony to
the cultural traditions related to the Je-
wish diaspora in central Europe.

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1078

02.-04.10.2025

seen sights

Jewish Quarter, St. Procopius Basili-
ca, Jewish cemetery, Charles Square,
Painted House, Town Tower, Marenka
viewtower

563/1938 km


https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1078

Trebi€, a charming town in the
Vysocina region of the Czech Re-
public, is a remarkable place where
Christian and Jewish cultures have
coexisted for centuries. Its Jewish
Quarter, the nearby cemetery, and the
Romanesque-Gothic Basilica of St.
Procopius together form a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, recognized for
their exceptional testimony to pea-
ceful coexistence between different
faiths and cultures in Central Europe.

We followed the
through the histor
ted the old Jewish
ceful place with a won
the town. Along the wa

several landmarks such a
bastion Hradek, Charles S
the striking Black House, its
covered with fascinating historic graf-
fiti. Each corner of the town seemed to
tellits own story.

of Trebi¢ and its picturesqueNan
pe — a serene and fitti






https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1052
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/763 

Banska Stiavnica is located in the
country side of central Slovakia. If you
exit the highway, you follow a winding,
serpentine road through a hilly land-
scape, on the other side of which lies
the old mining town. Banska Stiavnica
is the oldest mining town in Slovakia

and was home to the first Mining and
Fstry Academy in Europe, founded
in1762. That's why-Banska Stiavnica+
a unigue example ofLa historic mining
town that played a ey role in EUrope’s
economic angitechmplogical develop-
ent. lts well-preserved architecture,
nining systems, and cultural landsca-

952/1938km

pe reflect its outstanding universal vi
lue.

During our stay in the m
we visited the Stélna

Equipped with protective jackets, hel-
mets, and flashlights, we descended
about 50 meters underground.

A walk through the old town and an
svening visit to the botanical garden
rounded off theday.

Before setting off for Budapest the
next morning, we climbed. the Calva-
ry Hill. The path leads past 19 chapels
and two churches depicting the life

and suffering of Jesus Christ, as well
as the sorrows of his mother Mary. The
stations were built in the late 1740s.
From the top, there was once again a
magnificent panoramic view of the city
and the surrounding landscape.

\

05.-06.10.2025

seen sights

Old town, Botanical Garden, Stiavnica
Mining Museum (Stélha Bartolome)),
Calvary Church

anska
stiavnica

Criterion (iv); The urban and indust-
rial complex of Banska Stiavnica and
the Technical Monuments in its Vici-
nity is an outstanding example of_a
medieval mining centre of great eco-
nomic importance that coptinuéd into
the modern period ahd assumed a
characteristic and distinctive form.

Criterion (v): Banska Stiavnicaandits
surrounding area are an outstanding
example of/mining area which has
become yulnerable to the potential
erosion of its character and urban fa-
bric, following the cessation of mining
activities as well as the removal of the
Miging Academy;

https://www.ovpom.org/city/banska-stiavnica-

Slovakia/ https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/618

952 /1938 km


https://www.ovpm.org/city/banska-stiavnica-slovakia/
https://www.ovpm.org/city/banska-stiavnica-slovakia/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/618

-\

06.-08.10.2025

seen sights

Buda Castle Quarter, Andrassy Ave-
nue, Parliament, Histroric Town, Fis-
herman's Bastion, Szent Istvan park,

Criterion (ii): [..] Buda Castle play-

ed an essential role in the diffusion of

Gathic art in the Magyar region from
he 14th century. [..] As a result of the

Unification of Pest, Buda and Obuda

in 1872-73, Budapest became once
more a significant” centre in the se-
cond part of the 19th and at the be-
ginning of the 20th century due o the
amount and quality of heritage buijlt
during those periods. It was a centre
which absorbed, integrated-and dis-
seminated outstanding-and progres-
sive European influences of urbanism
and of architecture as/well as modern
technological deyelopments such as
the/Millenrium Underground Railway;,
Vuilt under Andrassy Avenue, the first
Ih Continental Europe, all of which was
il line with its role as a metropolis.

Criterion (iv): Buda Castle is an ar-
chitectural ensemble which, together
with the nearby old district (the Buda
Castle Quarter) illustrates two signifi-
cant periods of history [...]. The Parlia-
ment is also an outstanding example
of a great official building on a par with
those of London, Munich, Vienna and
Athens, exemplifying the eclectic ar-
chitecture of the 19th century, whilst at
the game time symbolising the political
griction of the second capitahef the
Austro-Hungagan Empire. Andras
sy Avenue (1872-1885) and the Mill-
ennium Underground Railway (1893
— 1896) are representative examples
of the implementation of planning so-
lutions associated with the latest tech-
nical facilities of the day to meet the
requirements of an emerging modern
society. [...]

https://whg.unescoorgzen/list/400
ttos://www.ovpm.org/city/budapest-hungary/

ﬁ budapest

1097 /1938 km



https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/400
https://www.ovpm.org/city/budapest-hungary/

C [

st's UNESCO World Heritage
Sites — the Castle District with Buda
Castle, the banks of the Danube, and
Andrassy Ut — bring together an im-
pressive range of architectural styles,
from medievalfortifieations angd Bar-
oque splendor to elegant Neo-Re-
naissance design.
Our exploration began with a climty up
Castle Hill. From the top, we werg re-
warded with a wide view over the
and a tangible sense of its history. Nu-
merous construction sites stood out,
suggesting both the reconstruction
istoric buildings and modern rein-

i The next day,

erpretations. Building new structures
style and appearance of older
strike some — particularly
gervators — as unusual,
SUltS in a harmonious and
ealing overall composition
en lettts down to the Da-
n the warm evening light, the
Parliament building shone as a perfec
photo motif. Our walk through
eventually took us pas
man's Bastionana
modation.

be to explore P

ut, with its Neo-Renaissance facades
and grand layout, one can trace the
principles of modern urban planning
from the 19th century. Beneath it runs
the Millennium Underground — one of
the oldest metro lines in Europe and
itself a UNESCO World Heritage site.
Of course, when visiting Budapest,
an't go without having a portion

fluence of

the Wekerle district, lies Kos Karoly
Square. Its design follows the ideas of
the Arts and Crafts movement, crea-
ting a cohesive and almost village-like
atmosphere. Altogether, the city pre-
sents a rich mosaic of architectural
eras, blending different styles into a
unigue urban character.



https://whc.unesco.org/pg.cfm?cid=31&id_site=772
https://whc.unesco.org/pg.cfm?cid=31&id_site=772

vienna

08.-10.10.2025

After arriving in Vienna and settling
into our apartment, we stillhad time for
a short walk between Ottakring and
Schoénbrunn.

The following day, around midday, we
had arranged to meet Lara from the
Municipal Directorate (Magistratsdi-
rektion der Stadt Wien). On our way
there, we took the chance to stroll
through Viennas historic center and
visit the Belvedere Palace. Lara gree-
ted us with great warmth — before we
even ad fime to m ure we were

opghed and we wefe kindly invited in.
Ne gave us an insightful presentation
ut Vienna and its World Heritage
sites: thé historicrsity center, which
is managed\-by’ the Imunicipality) and
Schoénbrunn Palage with 1S~ park,
which fall under state administration.
nfortunately, the historic center has
lbeen on LINESCO's List of World Her-
itage’ in Danggr since 2017, as new

1380/1938 km

construction projects—suchasapla
ned high-rise at Heumarkt and various
attic conversions — threaten its historic
character. Nevertheless, efforts are
being made to develop solutions that
will preserve the site’s status in clos
cooperation with UNESCO.

Have you ever heard of a Gra

and strong sense of local com-

munity.
Before we said our goodbyes, we as-
ked for a recommendation for a good
Wiener Schnitzel — which we eventu-
aty~enjoyed(at Café Eiles. A great tip
for anyone whod rather skip the long
linesin front of trendy cafés! Alongside
good food and a cozy atmaosphere, it
becomes clear — at the latest here —
that Vienna does not live up to its repu-
tation as an unfriendly city!

Even though it is not part of the
NESCO World Heritage, |we
wanted to visit the urban development

in architecture and urban planning find
their way here.

At the end of subway line U2, housing
foraround 25,000 peopleis being built
here in several construction phases.
Like slices of a cake, the neighbor-
hoods are gradually being developed
around an artificial lake (which, by the
way, is full of fish). The idea is to learn
from each completed section of See-
stadt and apply those insights to the
next. From the first neighborhood, for
example, one of the key takeaways
was, that the city needs even more
green spaces.

Weended the evening-with a leisurely
alk around Schoénbrunn Palace, just
ashort distance from our apartment.

1380/1938 km




Historic Centre of Vienna

Criterion (ii): The urban and archi-
tectural qualities of the Historic Centre
of Vienna bear outstanding witness
to a continuing interchange of values
throughout the second millennium.

Criterion (iv): Thr periods of
Eurepean cultural
velgpment —the Middle Ages, the Bar-
oQue period, and the Griinderzeit—are
eptionally well illustrated by the
urban and architegtyral heritage of the
Historic Centre-of Vignna:

Criterion (vi)-Since the 16th century
/ienna has peen universally acknow-
ledged toke the musical capital of Eu-
rope.

https.//whc.unesco.org/en/list/1033

1380/1938 km

Palace and Gardens of Schon
brunn
Criterion (i): The Palace ahd Gardens
of Schonbrunn are an esgecially well
preserved example of the \Barogue

of many art forms.

Criterion (iv): The Palace and Gar-
dens of Schénbrunn are exceptional
by virtle of(the evidence that they
preserve of modglifications over several
centuries that vividly illustrate the tas-
tes, interests, and aspirations of suc-
cessive Habsburg monarchs.

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/786

seen sights
historic center, Schloss Belvedere
Gardens of Schonbrunn, Seestadt

1380/1938 km



https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1033
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/786

regensburg
Criterion () m —

14.08.2025/ 11.10.2025

seen sights

Criterion (jii)

Criterion (iv)



https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1155/

Regensburg! The last stop on our
journey —or perhaps the first?

Back in August, we visited Monika
from the World Heritage Center —
when the sun was still shining bright!
Traveling by train from Bambergis qui-
te ajourney, and we especially felt it on
the way back (warm regards to Deut-
sche Bahn).

On our walk from the train station to
the World Heritage Center, we passed
a large “fly agaric” mushroom (Milch-
schwammerl), whose original func-
tion as a milk-selling spot amazed us
— we had seen exactly the same kind
of shop in East Westphalia! It turns out
there were around 50 of these across
Germany. Today, the one in Regens-
burg serves as a kiosk, while in East
Westphalia, it would typically be a
small snack stand.

on the banks of theé Danube. After vi-
siting the historic roof structure with
ﬁ. ika — once used for storing salt —
the threq of us setrout for a tour of the
city. We first eressed|the-Stone Byidge

1766 /1938 km

to the opposlite bank of the Danube.
From there, we made a detour past the
Cinema Paradiso, & popular open-air
cinema in Regengburg and potential
swimming spots in thhe Danube, which
we planned to try out later.

Back on the other side of the Danube,
we visited the sculpture of the “Gol-
den Waller,” which, after the inci
LLake Brombach in the summer of '
had become a pilgrimage site for grie-
ving catfish enthusiasts.

After visiting the cathedral and enjoy-
ing lunch, we finally made our way to
Monika's office at the town hall.

Time and again, we came ac
red Regensburg coat of
two keys. Monika explai
keys symbolize the city's
connection to Saint Peter; i
saint, who is tfadion epicted hol-

At this point, our paths parted? Monika
returned to the World Heritage Center,
while we continued our tour with a visit
to Neupfarrplatz. There, we explored

Feuaderground remains of the Ro-
man legionaryjcamp Castra Regina

and learned about the medieval Je-
wish quarter.

Once we returned to the World Her-
itage Center, we treated ourselves to
some sausages from the Historische
Waurstkuchl before heading to the Da-
nube to cool off.

Regensburg greeted usasalively, wel-
coming city — loved by locals and stu-
dents alike. We were especially happy
be there in summer, when v
evel take a swim in the Danube. The

but a place where people really live,
meet, and enjoy life.

On our road trip, our route eventual-
ly took us back along the Danube — a
constant companion throughout our
journey —to Regensburg. This time, we
were headed to visit the Walhalla.

1766 /1938 km



thank you.

Blog2025:

Traveller2025:



https://www.owhc-youngtravelling.com/category/owhc-2025/cultural-kilometers/ 
https://www.owhc-youngtravelling.com/traveller-2025/ 
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Cultural kilometers

Instagram:

https:.//www.instagram.com/cultural_kilometers/



https://www.instagram.com/cultural_kilometers/

